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for these and many other equally forcible
reasons, that they and the Council of the
College are called upon to use, forthwith,
every possible means of obtaining a change
in the Apothecaries Act which will restore
to regularly-educated surgeons their lost
privileges; and they urge upon the Col-
lege an immediate compliance with their
request.
The Memorial is signed by twenty-six

members of the College of Surgeons in
London residing at and practising in Aber- ’
deen, and was forwarded to the secretary,
Mr. Balfour, to be laid before the Presi-
dent and Council at their first meeting.
The secretary has since acknowledged the
receipt of the document, and promised to
do as desired.

MEDICAL OFFICERS OF THE
ARMY AND NAVY.

PETER COSGREAVE.
GEO. DRYSDALE.
RICHARD HINDS.
G. S. RUTHERFORD, M.D.

A CIRCULAR has lately been addressed
to the medical officers of the navy and

army on the subject of their exclusion from
practice under the provisions of the Apo-
thecaries Act of 1815. It contains argu-
ments for addressing Parliament or the
Government, for the removal of the exist-
ing disability, but recommends a previous
Memorial to the Lords of the Admiralty,
praying their intercession with the powers-
that-be, towards obtaining the desired re-
lief. The following is an outline of the
circular. The Memorial was left for sig-
nature at the office of Messrs. Hallet and
Robinson, Navy Agents, Great George-
Street, Westminster, and embodies similar
statements.

Circular.&mdash;It is thought that the pre-
sent is a favourable moment for pressing
on Parliament the claims of medical
officers in the King’s service, to enter into
private practice in any part of the British
dominions, without being subject to the
control of any of the medical corporations.
The peace of 1815 threw out of the

public employment a considerable body of
naval and military medical practitioners.
The interests of themselves and the public
demanded, however, that a new field
should be opened for their professional
exertions ; it being material, that in the
event of new hostilities with any foreign
power, they should not be found inefficient
from want of practice. Such, however,
was the character of the medical cor-

porations, confirmed by charters and
Acts of Parliament, that this was im-
practicable without violating those Acts,
and incurring heavy penalties. It is ob-
vious that this state of law is an oversight
of the Legislature. Many medical officers
have indeed ventured upon private prac. 

tice, nor have they, perhaps, found the
medical corporations over zealous in ex.
acting the penalty; but every one of the
penalties may be sued for by common in-
f’ormers. Is this a satisfactory state of
law ? The Legislature, sensible of this
defect, provided a remedy in a supple.
mental Act to explain and amend the
Apothecaries Act. But by some marvel-
lous inadvertence, this Act, the whole
provisions of which show that it was in.
tended as a piece of permanent legisla-
tion, was limited to a duration of only
twelve months, by the introduction of a
few words in the eleventh section. Whether
accident, or the desisrn of some interested
legislator, caused the limitation as to time,
there seems little doubt that, if now ap-
plied to, the Legislature would re-enact
the exemption in favour of navy and army
medical officers, not only as regards the
Apothecaries Company, but also the Col.
leges of Physicians and Surgeons.
Between two and three thousand me-

dical officers at present labour under the
disabilities in question.
For the present, it is advisable that the

medical officers of the royal navy should
prefer their separate claim to redress,
though all the public services are labour-
ing under a common grievance. It can-not be doubted that Government will
protect their own officers, as the diploma
or license of the medical corporations
carries with it no weight whatever in any
branch of the public services.! Before making any application to Par-
liament, it is thought advisable to present
a Memorial to the Lords of the Admiraltv.

who, it is not improbable, may themselves
apply to Parliament for the relief de-
sired. Subscriptions, not exceeding one
sovereign, may be paid to Messrs. Hallet
and Robinson.

(Signed)

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

An Old Subscriber. We know nothing of
the party in question, but inquiries should be made
respecting his 11 pr,ifessiaiial respectability."
A Constant Reader. No; according to

the terms of the Act.

, M. E. The Mr. Williams who so fruit-
lessly taxed his invention in the examination al-
luded to in our last No., is the Apothecary of the
London Hospital.
An AI)pi-e7itice. Lindley’s. Of the G. G.’s

we hardly know which to name,-perhaps Meidln-
gar’s.
NOTICE TO THE READER AND THE

BINDER.&mdash;The plate of Dr. Elliotson issued with
our last Number, is intended to be ti-ansfeired
thence to the present Number, and placed facing
page 341.


